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COMBATE A FOME ATRAVES DO ENSINO

DA AGRICULTURA FIGHTING HUNGER BY TEACHING AGRICULTURE

and covering the 2014-2018 time period is being implemented through various
social and economic impact projects in southern Angola.
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OS$ RASTOS DE FOME E POBRE-
ZA SA0 VISIVEIS nos arredores
do Lubango, provincia da Huila,
para onde centenas de familias se
deslocam para escapar da fome
e seca no interior. Entretanto, o
combate d fome e d pobreza vai
registando timidos avangos, em
resultado de projectos em curso,
alguns deles inseridos no Progra-
moa de Fortalecimento da Resilién-
cio e da Seguranga Alimentar e
Nutricional em Angola (FRESAN),
da responsabilidade do Governo,
em parceria com o Unifio Euro-
peia. O programa estd o ser im-
plementado nas provincias da
Huilo, Cunene e Namibe, onde
estdo em curso vdrios projectos

e iniciativas, como é o caso das
Escolas de Campo de Agricultura
(ECA).

No inicio de Maio, a Economia &
Mercado fez parte de uma comiti-
va de imprensa que acompanhou
a embaixadora da Unido Euro-
peia (UE)em Angola, Jeannette Se-
ppen. e a representonte maxima
da FAO no pais, Gherda Barreto,
em visita ao municipio da Chibia
(Huila) onde as Escolas de Campo
de Agricultores (ECA) receberam
da UE os respectivos Fundos de
Arranque, para poderem refor-
car a resiliéncia alimentar e nu-
tricional junte das comunidades
locais. No dmbito dessa visita, foi
inaugurada a ECA Mulheres do
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The FRESAN program, valued
at 65 million Euros, the equivalent of 29.79 billion Kz at the current exchange rate of 458.35 Kz per Euro,

PROVINCIA province

CAPITAL capital
AREA area

POPULACAO population

1.1 million
REGIAO region

South

THE TRACES OF HUNGER AND
POVERTY ARE VISIBLE on the
outskirts of Lubango,
province, where hundreds of
families move to in order to
escape hunger and drought in
the interiorn Meanwhile, the
fight against hunger and pov-
erty is making timid progress,
as a result of ongoing projects.
Some of these projects are in-
cluded in FRESAN, the Program
for Strengthening Resilience
ond Food and Nutrition Secu-
rity in Angola, established by
the Government of Angola in
partnership with the European
Union. The program is being
implemented in the provinces
of Huila, Cunene and Namibe,
where several projects and ini-
tiatives are underway, such as
the Farmer Field Schools (FFS).

In early May, Economia & Mer-
cado was part of a press delega-
tion that accompanied the Am-
bassador of the Eurcpean Union
in Angola, Jeannette Seppen,
and FAO's highest ranking rep-
resentative in Angola, Gherda
Barreto, in a visit to the munici-
pality of Chibia, in Huila, where
Farmer Field Schools (FFS) re-
ceived the respective Start-up
Funds from the Eurcpean Union
in order to strengthen the food
and nutritional resilience with-

Huila

in the local communities. As
part of this visit, an FFS Women
was inaugurated in Jau. The
event was dttended by other
partners, such as the general
coordinator of Camdes, LP, Pa-
tricia Carvalho, representatives
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Jau, num evento que contou com
o presenga de outros parceiros,
como a coordenadora-geral do
Camdes, 1P, Patricia Carvalho,
representantes do Governo Pro-
vincial da Huila, bem como de
organizagdes da sociedade civil e
autoridades tradicionais.
Entretanto, dez dias depois, de
acordo com uma nota o que ti-
vemos odcesso, drrancou, igual-
mente, a ECA Otchana Tchehupilo
na comuna de Onkombo 2, mu-
nicipio da Cahamea, provincia do
Cunene, onde também esteve a
embaixadora da UE em Angola,
o representante mdxima da FAQ,
do Ministério da Agricultura e
Pescas (MINAGRIP), do Instituto de
Desenvolvimento Agrdrio (IDA)
do Governo Provincial do Cunene
e da Administragdo Municipal da
Cahamo

Agricultura amiga do ambiente
Ainda segunde o nota, as duas
ECA incluem-se nas 225 a imple-
mentar pela FAO nas provincias
do Cunene, da Huila e do Namibe,
no Gmbito do Programa FRESAN,
financiado pela UE.

A ECA Otchana Tchehupilo, cons-
tituida por 60 mulheres e cinco
homens, numa érea de dois hec-
tares, estd a implementar a nova
metodologia "Xitaca’, com uma
abordagem agroecolégica  inte-
grada e sustentavel.

A representante da FAO em An-
gola, Gherda Barreto, explicou
que "as ECAXitacas stio parte de
uma inovagtio implementada no
quadro da componente da FAO do
Programa FRESAN", tendo adian-
tado que “este sistera é conside-
rado inovador por integrar, na
sua estrutura, produgdo agroe-
coldgica, sustentdvel e amiga do
ambiente, pois tem como base o
ndlo-uso de produtos quimicos, o
uso de recursos locais e a imple-
mentagdo de um sistema de ir-
rigagdo gota-o-gota apoiado por
bombas com painéis solares”.
Acrescentou ainda, citada numa
nota, que as principais prdticas
agroecolégicas “sdo o estabeleci-
mento de dreas de preparagdo
de compostagem, de biocidas e de
multiplicag@io de sementes, bem
como criaglio de pequenos ani-
mais domésticos”.

Learning and strengthening nutrition

As ECA enquadram-se na implementacdo da componente
FRESAN-FAO e visam promover a resiliéncia alimentar e
nutricional de forma integrada, com pequenos agricultores. A
construcéo de escolas de campo no Sul de Angola permite aos
camponeses conhecerem melhor as técnicas a utilizar para
obterem uma melhor producdo agricola, mais adaptada as
alteracBes climaticas e consequente seca.

Um dos primeiros passos das ECA envolveu a formacgdo dos
técnicos do Instituto de Desenvolvimento Agrario (IDA) e do
Instituto de Seguranca Veterinéria (ISV) sobre a metodologia
ECA. Esses tornaram-se formadores-mestres. Igualmente, foram
criadas cozinhas comunitarias para a confeccdo de alimentos e
assim atender as pessoas mais vulneraveis, com maior destaque
para as criancas. Nesses espacos, por meio de formacao,
reforcam-se o conhecimento sobre alimentacdo saudavel, bem
como a partilha de informacdes sobre nutricio.

The Farmer Field Schools (FFS) are part of the implementation

of the FRESAN-FAC component and aim to promote food and
nutrition resilience in an integrated manner with smallholder
farmers. The construction of field schools in southern Angola
allows farmers to better understand the techniques to be used
for better agricultural production, one that is better adapted to
climate change and consequent drought.

One of the first steps taken by the FFSs involved the training of
technicians from the Agrarian Development Institute (IDA) and
the Veterinary Safety Institute (ISV) on the FFS methodology. They
became master trainers. Community kitchens were also created
to provide food for the most vulnerable people, especially
children. In these kitchens, people receive training that reinforces
knowledge about healthy eating and nutrition.

Segundo o documento, as ECA-
Xitacas vdo ser implementadas
como uma estratégia para ace-
lerar o processo de formagéio dos
agricultores familiares e abordar
questdes imediatas de seguranga
alimentar e nutricional. O sistemal
de irrigagdio da ECA é garantido
comn a captagdo de dgua de um rio
proximo, o que permite a produ-

IM. | Copyright licensed by Visapress | P. 2 of 4

of the Provincial Government
of Huila, as well as civil society
organizations, and traditional
authorities.

Ten days later, according to a
press release, Otchana Tche-
hupilo FFS was also inaugurat-
ed in the commune of Onkombo
2, municipality of Cahama, Cu-
nene province, where the am-

IM.

bassador of the European Union
in Angola and the representa-
tive of FAO, representatives of
the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries (MINAGRIP), the Agrar-
ian Development Institute (IDA),
the Provincial Government of
Cunene, and the Municipal Ad-
ministration of Cohama were
also present.

Environmentally

Friendly Agriculture

Also according to the press re-
lease, the two FFS are part of
the 225 to be implemented by
FAO in the provinces of Cunene,
Huila and Namibe under the
FRESAN Program, funded by
the European Union. The Otch-
ana Tchehupilo FFS, consisting
of 80 women and five men, in a
2-hectare areaq, is implementing
the new “xitaca” methodology,
with an integrated and sustain-
able agro-ecological approach.
FAO's representdtive in Angola,
Gherda Barreto, explained that
"the Xitaca FFSs are part of an
innovation implemented in the
framework of the FAO compo-
nent of the FRESAN Program’,
before adding that "this system
is considered innovative be-
cause it includes agroecological,
sustainable and environmen-
tally friendly production, as it is
based on the non-use of chemi-
cals, the use of local resources,
and the implementation of a
drip irrigation system support-
ed by pumps with solar panels”.
She added that the main agro-
ecological practices "are the
establishment of compost prep-
aration, biocide and seed multi-
plication areas, as well as small
domestic animal husbandry”
According to the document, FFS-
Xitacas will be implemented
as a strategy to accelerate the
process of training family farm-
ers and address immediate food
and nutrition security issues.
The irrigation system of the FFS
is guaranteed with the capture
of water from a nearby river,
which allows the production
of vegetables such as tomatoes
and eggplant, which lecal farm-
ers have not produced until
now.
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“Sabemos muito bem que os desafios sao grandes, ndo sao de agora, e talvez ndo encontremos
a solugcdo hoje, mas vemos que estamos num caminho para um amanha melhor”, afirmou a embaixadora
da UE em Angola, Jeannette Seppen.

¢do de horticolas como o tomate e
a beringela, que os agricultores
locais néio produziam até agora.
J& a embaixadora da UE em An-
gola, Jeannette Seppen, felicitou
as mulheres agricultoras por
terem conseguido “transformar”
as terras "em algo muito mais
verde', contribuindo para o sua
prépria nutrigdo e seguranga
alimentar. “Sabemos muito bem
que os desafios sdo grandes, ndo
stlo desafios de hoje, e talvez ndio
vamos encontrar a solugdo hoje,
mas vemos que estamos a cami-
nho para um hoje e um amanhd
melhores. Estamos juntas. Esta-
mos juntos, para oferecer um fu-
ture melhor a todas as criangas
que vejo ao colo das mamds”, en-
corajou a diplomata.

Para além da agricultura e do
refor¢o da nutrigio, os projectos

apoiados pelo FRESAN estdio foca-
dos no melhoramento do acesso &
dgua potdvel. No inicio de Maio,
visitdmos a aldeio Malambi L na
comuna de Bata-Bata, onde fo-
ram construidas duas cisternas-
-calgaddio, infra-estruturas que
permitem, actualmente, que os
moradores deixem de fazer lon-
gas distancias a pé para ter dces-
so & dgua. A comunidade esteve
envolvida na construgdio das cis-
ternas-calgaddo, sdio reservaté-
rios com capacidade pora 52 mil
litros de dgua, onde a édgua fica
armozenada e vai sendo reno-
vada para assegurar o obasteci-
mento das familias na época mais
seca. Elas absorvem o ‘liquido
precioso” proveniente de calga-
das de cimente que recolhem a
dgua das chuvas ou de veiculos
automoveis.

For her part, the European Un-
ion Ambassador to Angola, Jean-
nette Seppen congratulated the
women farmers for being able
to "transform” the land "into
something much greener" con-
tributing to their own nutrition
and food security. "We know
very well that the challenges
are big, they are not today's
challenges, and maybe we will
not find the solution today, but
we see that we are on the right
path to o better today and to-
morrow. We stand together. We
are together, to offer a better
future to all the children I see in
the laps of their mommies,” the
diplomat encouraged.

In addition to agriculture and
strengthening nutrition, FRE-

SAN-supported projects are also
focused on improving access to

clean drinking water. In early
May, we visited the Malambi I
village in the commune of Bata-
Bata, where two sidewalk cis-
terns have been built. Residents
no longer have to walk long dis-
tances to get water as o result.
The community was involved in
the construction of the sidewalk
cisterns, which are reservoirs
capable of holding 52 thousand
liters of water. Water is stored
and renewed to ensure there is
enough for families in the drier
season. They absorb the "pre-
cious liquid” from cement side-
walks that collect rainwater or
water from cars.

The European Union is fund-
ing the FRESAN Program -
Strengthening Resilience and
Food and Nutrition Security in
Angola with 65 million euros
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National bovine vaccination campaign

Com a previsio de trés meses de duracdo, decorre a Campanha
Nacional de Vacinagdo Bovina, iniciada em Maio na provincia da
Hufla, municipio de Caluquembe, sob coordenacado do Instituto
dos Servicos de Veterinaria. As provingias da Huila, Cunene e
Namibe destacam-se por possuirem o maior nimero de efectivo
animal, respectivamente 1.270.000, 1.250.000 € 600.000 cabe-
cas de gado. Nessa regido, a campanha é apoiada pelo Programa
FRESAN/Camdes I.P., financiado pela UE, através da aquisi¢do de
equipamentos para 0 armazenamento e conservagao das vaci-
nas, de forma a garantir uma rede de frio que permita salvaguar-
dar as caracteristicas iniciais para assegurar a imunidade. Até
finais de Malo, tinham sido vacinadas mais de 300.000 cabecas
de gado no Sul. Segundo Henrique Gimi, director do Instituto dos
Servicos de Veterinaria (ISV), citado na nota enviada a redacgdo
da Economia & Mercado, a cooperacdo com o FRESAN € necessa-
ria e “tem sido util de varias maneiras, principalmente na rede de
frio: uma componente indispensavel na conservacdo de vacinas.
Sem uma rede de frio funcional, seria muito dificil levar as vacinas
pelos municipios”, declarou.

Expected to last three months, the National Bovine Vaccination

Campaign was launched in May, in the province of Huila,
municipality of Calugquembe, under the coordination of the
Veterinary Services Institute. The provinces of Huila, Cunene and
Namibe stand out for having the largest number of livestock,
respectively 1,270,000; 1,250,000 ahd 600,000 heads of
cattle. In this region, the campaign is supported by the FRESAN/
Cam@es I.P. Program, funded by the European Union, through
the acquisition of equipment for storage and conservation of
vaccines, thus ensuring a cold storage network to safeguard their
original characteristics. By the end of May, more than 300,000
cattle had been vaccinated in the southern region. According

to Henrique Gimi, Director of the Veterinary Services Institute
(ISV), quoted in the press release sent to Economia & Mercado,
cooperation with FRESAN is hecessary and “has been useful

in several ways, especially in terms of the cold storage chain:

an indispensable component in vaccine conservation. Without

a functional cold chain, it would be very difficult to take the
vaccines to the municipalities”, he said.

A UE financia o FRESAN com 65
milhdes de euros, entre 2018 e
2024. Essa € uma iniciativa conjun-
ta com o Governo angolano para
reduzir o fome, o pobreza e a vul-
nerabilidade das comunidades
afectadas pela seca nas provin-
cias do Cunene, da Huila e do Na-
mibe, no Sul de Angola. Ao longo
de mais de 30 anos de cooperagdio,
segundo um comunicado dessa
organizagdo, "a UE manteve-se o
maior doador em Angola e apoia
o desenvolvimento do pais atra-
vés do financiamento de projectos
nos mais diversos sectores de ac-
tividade. O combate & pobreza e a
protecgdio do meio ambiente sdio
prioridades da UE na cooperagdio
com os paises terceiros’, 1&-se.m
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between 2018 and 2024. This is a
joint initiative with the Angolan
government to reduce hunger,
poverty and vulnerability of
drought affected communities in
the provinces of Cunene, Huila
and Namibe in southern Angola.
For more than 30 years of co-
operation, according to d state-
ment from the organization, "the
European Union has remained
the largest donor in Angola and
supports the country's develop-
ment by financing projects in
various sectors of activity. The
fight against poverty ond the
protection of the environment
are priorities of the European
Union in the cooperation with
third countries,” it reads. m



